1 Today I want to introduce my first trip abroad.
My first trip abroad was in 1976 to LA, California.
In the US, the year 1976 is the bi-centennial year or 200 years from the US foundation.
In Japan, the year 1976 is famous for the Lockheed scandal. Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka was arrested. The song, Oyogetaiyakikun, made a big hit.

2 I visited Irvine, California, which is around 75km southeast of LA downtown. Disneyland and Anaheim stadium are around there.

3  I was a computer programmer at that time. 
I installed a new computer system for our distributor in Irvine. I stayed there for 3 months.

Now I want to introduce why I was chosen and sent to the US. 
I joined an automotive company in Mukainada. One day I had a company tour to Sensuijima in Fukuyama. We had a self-introduction time at the beach. I was not good at English but introduced myself in English. Then my boss surprised and misunderstood that I can speak English. Then he sent me to the US. There were few business trip opportunities at that time. Several people sent me off at Hiroshima station and I got some farewell gifts or餞別. This was one of my luckiest incidents in my life.

Now I want to introduce two activities during my stay in LA.
4 I was very active
Since I was given a company car during my stay in Irvine, I drove it to downtown LA every weekend. I could visit almost all famous sightseeing places in LA. However, I had a problem. There was no car navigation system at that time. So I invented a manual navigation system. I wrote down freeway numbers and exit numbers I should take on a post-it and stick it on the center of the steering wheel. I called it JK(Just kidding) Navigation or なんちゃってナビ in Japanese.

5 Food truck 
I was cheated by American. One example is that we usually buy our lunch from a food truck. When a food truck came, Americans always shouted, “Here comes a garbage truck”. So I misunderstood a “garbage truck” means a “food truck”. Then I always shouted, “Here comes a garbage truck” when I found a food truck with serious face.
Since Americans like jokes, I was cheated many times (lol).

6 My first trip abroad was extremely valuable for me because I was aware my English was very poor. After this trip, I have been learning English periodically. The second luckiest incident happened 3 years later. My company built a capital relationship with Ford in 1979. English ability became more important. I was selected as an international liaison or in charge of international issues eventually. My job was to install IT related equipment such as PC, Server, LAN and PBX for newly established offices or factories in foreign countries. Since I had a lot of business trips to foreign countries, I could earn a lot of airline mileages. It was a juicy job (おいしい仕事), wasn’t it?

7 Why Mike? 
At my first speech on May 4th, I was asked to introduce my nickname Mike by my evaluator.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The reason why I chose my nickname was that my American colleagues had difficulties to call me by my first name and I do not want to be called by my real name without an honorific (呼び捨て). Therefore, I tried to choose a nickname from my first name starting with H but there were no good candidates, so I picked some candidates from my family name starting with M such as Mark and Mike. Since Mark has a difficult “r” sound, I chose Mike as my nickname.

I am now enjoying several activities by using English such as volunteer Interpreter, tour guide, and Toastmasters club. I want to continue enjoying these activities as long as possible.


